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ÁCMO of Intellicure, Inc
ÁExecutive Director of the US 

Wound Registry
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(A pandemic is a bad time for your 
computer camera to break so 
pretend you can see me.)



Injury vs. Ulcer terminology in this talk 

I really am trying to call 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÎÊÕÒÉÅÓ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ 
when there is a booboo. 

Ȱ!ÐÐÌÙ ÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ 
ÔÏ ÉÎÊÕÒÙ ÂÅÄ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣȱ
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The tissue damage is caused by (intense and prolonged) 
LOCAL pressure.



Localized tissue damage  . . .from 
intense or prolonged pressure . . . .
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The same patient had other 
pressure injuries after surgery.



22-year-old healthy man who underwent a 5-h 
maxillofacial surgery while continuously supine 
with foam pads placed prophylactically over 
elevated heels. 

Immediately after surgery, Stage 1 pressure 
injuries appeared on the left lateral heel and right 
lateral ankle, despite the absence of local 
pressure to these areas since the patient was 
supine throughout surgery. 

Both lesions eventually resolved.
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Left Right



Left lateral calcaneal artery depicted in red ink ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔȭÓ ÖÁÓÃÕÌÁÒ 
territory; sural nerve in blue, fibula in black

Look what happens when the feet 
abduct over a heel wedge.
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The right lateral malleolar artery in red; 
the location of the ankle pressure injury in 
brown, and fibula in black.

Look what happens when the feet 
abduct over a heel wedge.
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A wedge at the posterior Achilles 
would put pressure on the 
calcaneal and/or the lateral 
malleolar branches  of the 
peroneal artery.

It caused an ischemia 
reperfusion injury downstream. 

4ÈÅÓÅ 0)ȭÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÌÏÃÁÌ 
pressure, but occlusion of the 
vascular territory of a named 
vessel. 
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Most heel ñpressure ulcersò are manifestations of ischemia of 

the calcaneal branch of the posterior tibial artery. 

This looks like a heel 

ñpressure ulcerò doesnôt it?

(Cadaver Picture Provided 

by Dr. C.AttingerM.D,)
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Á48 yo morbidly obese (BMI 42) WM
ÁPMHx:  CAD, Left ventricular dysfunction, AMI, 

HTN, sleep apnea, anemia, ischemic 
cardiomyopathy

ÁCABG 5 .5 hrs: 

ÁMAP ~ 50 mmHg

ÁAcute blood loss anemia

ÁHypotensive in ICU (78/44) for >12 hours on 
vasopressors 

ÁPost op day #2, large purple discoloration noted 
over buttocks 
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Á18 days post CABG surgically debrided to 
reduce the risk of colonization because 
his sternum was open.
ÁIntraoperatively, plastics noted hematomas 

on either side of the sacrum.
ÁA 2.4 cm tunnel ran along the sacroiliac 

ligament on either side which persisted for 
12 weeks

ÁHe remained insensate over the buttock 
cheeks bilaterally, indicating that 
sensory nerves were permanently 
affected
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Arrows show 
where the 
vessel 
originates 
that supplies 
the buttock 
cheeks

Area of injury

Where the
pressure
happened
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Inferior gluteal
(IGA)

Superior 
gluteal A 
(SGA)

Lumbar A.

Lateral 
Sacral
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The blue dots are 
perforators that 
ȰÐÅÒÆÏÒÁÔÅȱ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÃÌÅ 
and fascia
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(ÅÒÅȭÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ 
Superior Gluteal Artery 
exits superior to the 
piriformis muscle ɀa 
really tight spot.



ÁLow mean arterial pressure
ÁLow cardiac output
ÁLow albumin (Low oncotic pressure-

interstitial edema?)

ÁVascular disease
ÁVasopressors
ÁFever
ÁArterial hypoxemia
ÁDecreased oxygen carrying 

capacity
ÁAnemia

That sounds like 
ischemia/infarction 
to me . . .
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https://plasticsurgerykey.com/vascular-territories/

https://ajops.com/index.php/ajops/article/download/38/197

The body is a patchwork 
quilt of angiosomes- 3-D 
blocks of tissue supplied 
by a named vessel.

https://plasticsurgerykey.com/vascular-territories/
https://ajops.com/index.php/ajops/article/download/38/197
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Schematic representation of the 
cutaneous perforator angiosomes 
showing the basic skin module and 
several modules of different sizes 
combined to represent the cutaneous 
territory of a source artery (right).



Inferior Gluteal Artery infarction

There is no possible way that local pressure could result in a tissue defect of this 
magnitude. This massive lesion is due to the loss of a very large muscle group and the 
associated soft tissue and skin ɀall supplied by the inferior gluteal artery.
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I started reviewing all my Stage 4 Pressure Ulcer 
photos . . .This is an Inferior gluteal artery 
infarction.

This is an Inferior gluteal artery infarction in a 
neonate after umbilical artery catheterization.
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I started reviewing all my 
Stage 4 Pressure Ulcer 
photos . . .This is an Inferior 
gluteal artery infarction.

ÅFull term infant that underwent umbilical artery 

catheterization while being treated for respiratory distress.

Å Initially the catheter tip was displaced into the inferior gluteal 

artery which supplies the lower aspect of the gluteus. 

ά¢ƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǳƳōƛƭƛŎŀƭ ŀǊǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŎŀǘƘŜǘŜǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ bruisingwas 

observed over the left gluteal region.  . . .the bruised skin and 

underlying tissues  . . .developed central necrosis surrounded by 

a rim of dark red skin, which in turn was sharply demarcated 

ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǎƪƛƴ ōȅ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǇŀƭŜ ȊƻƴŜΦέ 

ÅThe authors postulated that the gangrenous changes were 

probably caused by vascular occlusion resulting from catheter-

induced vasospasm of the inferior gluteal artery. 
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άThree days after umbilical arterial catheterization, 

bruisingwas observed over the left gluteal region.  . . 

.the bruised skin and underlying tissues  . . .developed 

central necrosis surrounded by a rim of dark red skin, 

which in turn was sharply demarcated from normal skin 

ōȅ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǇŀƭŜ ȊƻƴŜΦέ 
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Superior Gluteal artery perforators



The perforators of the lateral sacral artery
28



The perforators of the inferior gluteal a.
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A lumbar perforators pressure injury
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This is an angiosome
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7 y.o. girl with spina bifida who gets wounds on her knees 
from crawling without her knee pads
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4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ȰÐÏÔÈÏÌÅȱ ɀ
OUTSIDE to inside injuries.
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84 y.o. woman who develops pressure injuries after one night on a hard mattress. These are 
better explained as INSIDE to outside injuries of a vascular territory (sinkholes).


